

















CONCLUSION

Wetlands are valuable resources that merit a comprehensive Alberta Wetland
Policy and Implementation Plan to ensure their protection, conservation
and restoration.

While acknowledging the importance of protecting, conserving, and restoring
wetlands for the benefits they provide to Albertans, it is also important to
consider the social and economic impacts of doing so. The recommended
Alberta Wetland Policy and Implementation Plan aim to find a workable
balance between preserving the ecological integrity of Alberta’s wetlands,

and sustaining healthy communities and healthy economies. The policy and
plan also aim to be fair, flexible and adaptive. While new challenges will arise
over time, continuous improvement in wetland management, measurement,
monitoring and reporting practices will help to meet those challenges.

This document provides recommendations on the direction a wetland policy
for Alberta should take. While much more work is required to develop
necessary detail associated with the recommended policy, current wetland
tools and initiatives provide an excellent foundation for further efforts,

and should not be deferred while the policy and plan are approved and
implemented. Further, it is essential to recognize ongoing good works by
stewardship groups, municipalities, industry and other stakeholders.

Implementation of the recommended Alberta Wetland Policy will help achieve
the goals of Albertas Water for Life strategy adopted as GOA policy in 2004.
Further, the Alberta Wetland Policy will guide implementation of the Water
Act, and provide necessary linkages and support to the Land-use Framework,
the Cumulative Effects Management Framework, the Biodiversity Action

Plan, and similar integrated watershed and land use management initiatives

in Alberta.

In conclusion, this document fulfils a commitment in Water for Life:

Alberta’s Strategy for Sustainability to develop a provincial wetland policy

and implementation plan. It also fulfills an objective of the Alberta Water
Council Operational Plan. It supports and strengthens the commitments in

the Water for Life strategy by taking a watershed and place-based approach; by
recognizing the need for shared responsibility and partnerships to determine
and achieve shared outcomes; and by recognizing that knowledge and research
are key to achieving wetland protection, conservation and restoration.
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